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Blaggers FT*A
describe them-
selves as hardcore
Il e ft i s t

streetfighters and
are currently the
most  important
band in Britain, in our opinion. The
7-strong gang practice the Anti-
Fascist Action which they preach,
through their energetic and infec-
tious songs and heavy regime of
gigging. Thefollowinginterview was
conducted on their recent UK tour.

How did you develop your unique blend of ska/
rap/punk?

+ L don™t know about the ska. Loads of people have
said there™s ska in our usic. but T can’t see it
myscll, We're all into
different  forms  of
music and I like ska.
like a lot of the band.
We formed about 4
vears ago and people
described us as an O1
band.

Doyouallcome from
London?

« Were all based in

London. You can hear difterent influences in ou
musicbhecauseevervone sintodifferentstyles. rang-
ing from rap/hip-hop to soul. punk -the lot, Tt justall
Tuses together. We hope to have aunigue sound, we
don’t want 10 sound like anyone else.

Recently you’ve had a lot of exposure in the na-
tional music press who have stated that your
political beliefs are more important than your
music. Do you agree with this?

* Yes. the whole point of the band is the politics.
That's why we exist really: we are a political band
« we are Anti-Fascist and that’s just what we arc
about. which is far more important than the music.
But I hope the music which we are doing is becom-
ingmore commercially viable. Idon"tknow if that's
the right phrase. It gives us the chance to get our
politics across 1o a wider cross-section of people.

So there’s no chance of the band watering down
their political image in favour of selling more
records?

« No chance whatsoever. There would be no reason
for The Blaggers to exist then.

“The only way the
Anti-Facist movement
is going to be strong
“enoughiswhenfascists
start to get shot.”

With therise of fascism in Europe, have you ex-
perienced any trouble at gigs with Nazis?

+ On this tour we played Blackpool and we heard
arumour that Skrewdriver and Blood and Honour
were going to turn up to turn us over, as it’s lan
Stuart’s hometown. We had visible Anti-Fascist
security as we do at a lot of gigs. People spotted a
few fascists. but they didn’t have a go. Also.
another gig in Leicester was threatened. Concern-
ing the secret Skrewdriver gig in London last vear.
they attempted 1o organise mecting points for it
and we took them over. Basically a lot of fascists
got battered and others had to be carried behind
police lines. Less than half turned up for the gig. so
1t was a big victory for us. The difference between
us and Skrewdriver is that we can advertise our
gigs and play them relatively safelv and Skrew-
driver can’t do that

« lan Stwartsays“The Blaggerscannot play inEng-
land. or they 1l get run off the streets.” I ind that
quite hard to believe as we're on a nationalls ad-
vertised 25-date tour at the moment. [Usaproblem
when we plan in
Germany. but we
link up wuh AFA
groupsoverthere for
additional ~ecurity.

e Therc's a strong
fascistmovement in
Germany but
there™s also astrong
Anti-Fascist move-
ment -but not strong
cnough. The only
way s gomg to be
strong cnough is when fascists start to get shot.

The new LP contains a fair chunk of back cata-
logue. Is this in order to reach a wider audi-
ence?

* It"s never been available on CD before and with
the larger format, we can get more music in. so it
gives people the chance to get Blaggamuttin, the
previously released 12", It gives people the flavour
of what we've done over the last 4 years. but we are
moving on constantly, getting new ideas and de-
veloping them. The alleged bootleg gives people
an idea of what were like at the moment. and we
should have some 12"s coming out in the near
future.

Has there been any repercussions of bringing
outthebootleg 7" without EMI’sconsent, when
it was originally recorded for them?

« They’re going to come down and tell us we can’t
put it out. EMI are going to turn up on our doorstep
and tell us that we can’t release a bootleg?

Are you signing to EMI, despite their dodgy
connections?



» We'll see what happens. All major labels now have
got dodgy connections. They're all into dubious
things, as are all major conglomerates. There’snot a
lot that people can do about it . on that scale. We'll
use it to our own ends, you don’t let them use you.
+ They know there’s going to be no compromising
our politics, because weve told them. The demo we
recorded for them contained one song about ramraid-
ing and one was about the situation in Ireland.
concerning human rights and huger strikers. They
know where we stand.

Have you got any plans to tour the U.S.?

« Wc'd love to. Although we’d probably have to
change our accents as Americans wouldn’t under-
stand what we were saying. Obviously we'd like to
establish our home market first -get the message
over to the people on our doorstep. It’s an interna-
tional message which applies to every country, to
differing degrecs.

Are there any up and coming bands you can rec-
ommend your selves?

+ Slowlove from London. They haven’t got anything
out atthe moment, but they’ve supported us. They're
anextremely slow, high energy dance band. They do
Demis Roussous covers. | think they’re going to be
big, with an extremely cult following.

« Bands like Ran, AOS 3, Blade. A lot of these bands
have the same, positive attitude.

Anything else to add?
Support Anti-Fascist Action. We’d like people to set

up A.F.A. groups in their own area if one doesn’t
already exist. ®

Since the interview took place the Blaggers

have signed to E.MLL It will help them get
theirimportantmessageacross. Itisironic
though, that they will be doing so through
a company who provided arms for the
South African government. the most rac-
ist country in the world.

Blaggers I"T*A can be contacted at :
Anti -Fascist Action,

BM Box 1734,

London,

WC1N 3XX

The new L:P is released on Words Of
Warning Records and is available

from: or:

W.O.W. Records DS4A
P.O.Box 119, Box 8,
Newport, Gwent, Colston St.
NP9 7YD, Wales. Bristol, Avon.
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